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inner. The hind toe of the Herons is better developed
than in any other waders, and is set on low down, quite
flush with the front ones ; thus they have a powerful
grip, and perch more easily than any other waders.
There is a comb on the inner side of the middle claw, with
which Storks and Ibises are not gifted, though Storks, at
any rate, look as if they wanted a lot of scratching. The
gape of the Heron's mouth runs back well to the eyes,
which are almost always yellow, and look forward, giving
the bird a very fierce expression, which its manners amply
justify. For as a family Herons are cantankerous to a
degree, although they are more or less sociable at the
breeding season, when they set up their establishments,
usually on trees, within easy quarrelling distance of each
other/ They are really brave, too, and fight to the death
when wounded, so that, it is sheer cruelty to send a dog
after any of them, and foolish to approach the larger spe-
cies one's-self without a stick, as they aim for the eye, and
from long practice in fishing are uncommonly good shots.
Besides fish, they will take crabs, frogs, and insects, to
say nothing of small beasts and birds ; but they do not
hunt about, for prey as a rule, but wait for it to come to
them, standing with their necks drawn in and their bill
"at the present." Indeed, they would have a difficulty
in keeping their necks in any other position for long, as
the vertebrae are so constructed as to cause a natural
kink therein. Whether, as Mr. Hudson, the delightful
author of "The Naturalist in La Plata," &c., thinks, a
Heron never gets enough to eat, I don't know. They cer-
tainly look as if they did not, with their lean fierce heads
and meagre slab-sided bodies, and their sourness of dis-
position may proceed from that hope deferred that
maketh the heart sick. They cannot be so very badly off,
however, or they would not be so common ; for there are
many species, found all over the world, though mostly in
hot climates, and when they are not persecuted they are
very numerous. Only one of our species, the common
bittern, is a migrant with us; but they are well qualified